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In the claims: 

1. (Original) A method of operating a cooling and heating 
circuit of a motor vehicle driven by an internal combustion engine, comprising 
the steps of providing a first cooling medium path through a bypass conduit, 
a second cooling medium path through a main cooler of the internal 
combustion engine, a third cooling medium path through a heating heat 
exchanger; subdividing the cooling medium paths by electrically actuated 
valves and forming the cooling medium flows by an electrically driven pump; 
controlling both the valve and the pump by an electronic control unit in 
dependence on operational and environmental parameters as well as 
nominal values; reversing a feeding direction of the electrically operated 
pump in a first operational phase of the internal combustion engine at low 
temperatures of the internal combustion engine and turned on first cooling 
medium path; and feeding the cooling medium by the pump in a lower region 
of the internal combustion engine. 

2. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1; and further 
comprising providing a fourth cooling medium path through an oil heat 
exchanger. 
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3. (Currently amended) A met hod- a 3 de f i n ed i n claim 1 ; 
g n^fMrth f^omfiftsit^ A meth oH nf o perating a cooling and heating circuit of 
a motor vehicle driven hv an internal combustion engine, comprising t he 
ste ps of providing a first cooling medium path through a bypass conduit, a 
second cooling medium path through a main cooler of the interna l 
ramhustion engine, a third cooling medium path thr oug h a heating heat 
ovrhan gpr subdividing the cooling me dium oaths bv electrically actuated 
valves and forming the cooling medium flows bv an electrically dr iven puma; 
nnntmlling both the valve and the pum o bv an electronic control unit in 
de pendence on operational and environme ntal parameters as well as 
nominal values: reversing a feeding direction of the electr ically operated 
pum p in a first operational phase of the internal combustion engine at low 
tem peratures of the internal combustion engine and t urned on first cooling 
medium path- and feeding t he cooling medium bv the pump in a lower region 
of the internal combustion engine: detecting at least one parameter selected 
from the group consisting of a time of the year, an operational location of the 
internal combustion engine and both; , and evaluating said at least one 
parameter for regulation of the cooling medium flows by the control unit. 
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4. (Original) A method as defined in claim 3; and further 
comprising using for detection of the time of the year a component selected 
from the group consisting of a board clock, a board computer, and both. 

5. (Original) A method as defined in claim 3; and further 
comprising using for detection of the operational location of the internal 
combustion engine at least one navigation device. 

6. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1; and further 
comprising opening one of the valves toward a heating circuit at cold outside 
temperatures. 

7. (Currently amended) A method of operating a cooling and 
heating circuit of a motor vehicle driven by an internal combustion engine, 
comprising the steps of providing a first cooling medium path through a 
bypass conduit, a second cooling medium path through a main cooler of the 
internal combustion engine, a third cooling medium path through a heating 
heat exchanger; subdividing the cooling medium paths by electrically 
actuated valves and forming the cooling medium flows by an electrically 
driven pump; controlling both the valves and the pump by an electronic 
control unit in dependence on operational and environmental parameters as 
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well as nominal values; and preventing a cooling medium feeding by a 
thermal syphon action, by closing the valves in a first operational phase of 
the internal combustion engine at low temperatures of the internal 
combustion engine , by a t he rmal s yphon act i on . 

8. (Previously presented) A method of operating a cooling and 
heating circuit of a motor vehicle driven by an internal combustion engine, 
comprising the steps of providing a first cooling medium path through a 
bypass conduit, a second cooling medium path through a main cooler of the 
internal combustion engine, a third cooling medium path through a heating 
heat exchanger; subdividing the cooling medium paths by electrically 
actuated valves and forming the cooling medium flows by an electrically 
driven pump; controlling both the valves and the pump by an electronic 
control unit In dependence on operational and environmental parameters as 
well as nominal values; reducing a cooling medium feeding by closing one 
of the valves at cold outside temperatures in a first operational phase of the 
internal combustion engine at low temperatures; and opening the other valve 
to a heating circuit 

9. (Previously presented) A cooling and heating circuit of a 
motor vehicle driven by an internal combustion engine, comprising a bypass 
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conduit through which a first cooling med.um path extends; a main cooler of 
the internal combustion engine through which a second cooling medium path 
extends; a heating heat exchanger through which a third cooling medium 
path extends; electrically operated valves which subdivide the cooling 
medium paths; an electrically driven pump which provides cooling medium 
flows; an electronic control device which controls said valves and said pump 
depending on operational and environmental parameters so that a feeding 
direction of said electrically driven pump in a first operational phase of the 
internal combustion engine at low temperatures of the internal combustion 
engine and with the first cooling medium path turned on is reversed, and said 
pump supplies a cooling medium in a lower region of said internal 
combustion engine. 

10. (Previously presented) A cooling and heating circuit as 
defined in claim 9, wherein said bypass conduit of said first cooling medium 
path is short. 

11. (Previously presented) A cooling and heating circuit 9, 
wherein said bypass conduit extends in a housing of the internal combustion 
engine. 
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12. (Previously presented) A cooling and heating circuit 9, 
wherein said bypass conduit is heat insulated. 

13. (Currently amended) A cooling and heating circuit of a 
motor vehicle driven by an internal combustion engine, comprising a bypass 
conduit through which a first cooling medium path extends; a main cooler of 
the internal combustion engine through which a second cooling medium path 
extends; a heating heat exchanger through which a third cooling medium 
path extends; electrically operated valves which subdivide the cooling 
medium paths, an electrically driven pump which provides cooling medium 
flows; an electronic control device which controls said valves and said pump 
depending on operational and environmental parameters, so that in a first 
operational phase of the internal combustion engine at low temperatures of 
the internal combustion engine a cooling medium supply is preverrt ed - by 
thermal syphon action is prevented by closing of one of said valves and 
closing of the other of said valves. 

14. (Previously presented) A cooling and heating circuit as 
defined in claim 1 3, wherein said bypass conduit of said first cooling medium 
path is short. 
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15. (Previously presented) A cooling and heating circuit 13. 
wherein said bypass conduit extends in a housing of the internal combustion 
engine. 

16. (Previously presented) A cooling and heating circuit 13, 
wherein said bypass conduit is heat insulated. 

17. (Currently amended) A cooling and heating circuit of a 
motor vehicle driven by an internal combustion engine, comprising a bypass 
conduit through which a first cooling medium path extends; a main cooler ot 
the internal combustion engine through which a second cooling medium path 
extends; a heating heat exchanger through which a third cooling medium 
path extends; electrically operated valves which subdivide the cooling 
medium paths; an electrically driven pump which provides cooling medium 
flow; an electronic control device which controls said valves and said pump 
depending on operational and environmental parameters, so that at cold 
outside temperatures in a first operational phase of the internal combustion 
engine at low temperatures a cooling medium supply is-fedtfeed-by thermal 
syphon action is reduced w ith one of said valves closed, and the other of 
said valves is open to a heating circuit. 
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18. (Previously presenter!) A cooling and heating circuit as 
defined in claim 17, wherein said bypass conduit of said first cooling medium 
path is short. 

19. (Previously presented) A cooling and heating circuit 17, 
wherein said bypass conduit extends in a housing of the internal combustion 
engine. 

20. A cooling and heating circuit 17, wherein said bypass 
conduit is heat insulated. 

21 . (New) A method of operating a cooling and heating circuit 
of a motor vehicle driven by an internal combustion engine, comprising the 
steps of providing a first cooling medium path through a bypass conduit, a 
second cooling medium path through a main cooler of the internal 
combustion engine, a third cooling medium path through a heating heat 
exchanger; subdividing the cooling medium paths by electrically actuated 
valves and forming the cooling medium flows by an electrically driven pump; 
controlling both the valves and the pump by an electronic control unit in 
dependence on operational and environmental parameters as well as 
nominal values; and preventing a cooling medium feeding by a thermal 

-9- 



PAGE 10/26 * RCVD AT 12)20/2004 11:03:41 AM [Eastern Standard Time}* SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 « CS!D:631 549 0404 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-58 



I 2 : it? • 2xi.i l FAX S3 1 5 19 O H M 



STRIKER & STRIKER 



- I S PTO 



El Oil -02(5 



syphon action with the pump stopped, by closing the valves in a first 
operational phase of the internal combustion engine at low temperatures of 
the internal combustion engine. 

22 (New) A cooling and heating circuit of a motor vehicle 
driven by an internal combustion engine, comprising a bypass conduit 
through which a first cooling medium path extends; a main cooler of the 
internal combustion engine through which a second cooling medium path 
extends; a heating heat exchanger through which a third cooling medium 
path extends; electrically operated valves which subdivide the cooling 
medium paths; an electrically driven pump which provides cooling medium 
flows; an electronic control device which controls said valves and said pump 
depending on operational and environmental parameters, so that in a first 
operational phase of the internal combustion engine at low temperatures of 
the internal combustion engine a cooling medium supply by thermal syphon 
action with the pump stopped is prevented by closing of one of said valves 
and closing of the other of said valves. 
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